
RAWLINSON ROAD MIDDLE SCHOOL- Home of Raider PRIDE

Student Name: ___________________________________________ Date: _____________ 

Course:           8th Grade ELA Teacher: Kellie Mondo 

Teacher Office Hours: 10:00-12:00 daily Teacher Email: kmondo@rhmail.org 

Other form of contact if help is needed: My cell phone!  Text or call me at 704-208-8391 

**Instructions to complete the student packet:  

Work through each daily lesson on the given.  Work a little each day so you don’t get too far behind.  Playing 
catch-up is difficult.  If you do get behind, that’s ok… just work a little extra one day and get back on track.   
You’ve got this and we can do it together!  I’m here if you need me.  

Thursday 4/2 – Census Article and Questions 
Friday 4/3- Census Close Reading and Graph work 

Monday 4/13 – Poetry Level-Up 
Tuesday 4/14 –Poetry Pages with “Hanging Fire” and “Teenagers” 

Wednesday 4/15 – Poetry Pages – Poems About Growing Up 

MAKE SURE YOUR NAME IS ON YOUR WORK! 

**Instructions to submit work (paper copies) 

From a phone, use your NOTES APP, click: Scan documents, Keep scan, Save, Then in upper right corner 

click the send arrow pointed up.  Send as a message by clicking on the green message button like a text to me 

at 704-208-8391 or email to kmondo@rhmail.org.  This makes it easiest for me to see on my end.   

MAKE SURE YOUR NAME IS ON IT! 

Technology 

Laptop issues:  please email the help desk- helpdesk@rhmail.org or phone at (803)981-3531 and include 
the following information:  

Student ID number (ex:  RS12345) 

Parent/Guardian name, Parent/Guardian email and phone number contact information. 

School Name / Teacher name 

A description of the problem with the computer 

The Rock Hill Schools Technology Department Staff will be on call between the hours of 8AM - 8PM 

 Canvas: https://rockhill.instructure.com/login/canvas Launchpad: https://launchpad.classlink.com/rockhill     

** For more information on remote learning, please visit: 

RAWLINSON ROAD MIDDLE SCHOOL- Home of Raider PRIDE

RRMS website at https://www.rock-hill.k12.sc.us/domain/2596    

RHS District website at: https://www.rock-hill.k12.sc.us/elearning 

mailto:kmondo@rhmail.org
https://launchpad.classlink.com/rockhill
https://rockhill.instructure.com/login/canvas


https://www.rock-hill.k12.sc.us/domain/2596
https://www.rock-hill.k12.sc.us/elearning


Why Every One is Talking About The Census 
The government is preparing to take its once-a-

decade count of every person in the United States. Here’s what you should know. 

MARCH 23, 2020 

By Brooke Ross 

The United States is counting on Americans—

to count themselves! April 1 marks the official start of the 2020 U.S. Census. That is a nationwide tally of ever

y person living in the country. 

The federal government conducts a census every 10 years. That is required by the Constitution. As part of this 

national head count, U.S. residents answer a short questionnaire about themselves and their households. Their 

combined responses provide the government with important data about the country’s population. The results h

elp determine everything from how to distribute tax dollars to where to build new schools and public parks. 

(By law, the U.S. Census Bureau uses data collected from the census for statistical purposes only. It keeps peo

ple’s individual responses private.) 

How is the census conducted? What kinds of questions are in it? And how will the information the government

 gathers affect your life? Here is what you need to know. 

1. Who gets counted in a census—and how?
The census aims to count every person living in the country. That includes citizens, noncitizens who are here le

gally, and undocumented immigrants. Deployed military members, people in prison, and homeless people are a

lso counted. 

Earlier this year, the Census Bureau mailed a notice to every known household in the nation. The notice detaile

d how to participate. Most people are encouraged to respond to the questions by mail, by phone, or via the inte

rnet. The internet option is new this year. 

To make sure that every person is counted, the Bureau plans to hire about 500,000 workers. They will go door-

to-door starting next month. They will collect answers from people who have not responded. 

Jeffrey Isaac Greenberg 7/Alamy Stock Photo 

A census worker interviews a family in Florida during the 2010 Census 

https://junior.scholastic.com/issues/2019-20/032320.html
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);


2. What questions are included?
The census asks respondents about their age, sex, race, and more. Everyone in each household must answer the

 questions. Or someone else, such as a parent or spouse, must answer for them. 

Respondents will not be asked whether they are U.S. citizens. President Donald Trump’s administration tried t

o have that question added. But the Supreme Court blocked it. The Court said the question could discourage pa

rticipation among undocumented immigrants, who may fear deportation.

Shutterstock.com (Icons) 

3. Why does the census matter?
Census data help the government determine how to distribute about $675 billion a year in federal funds. That 

money is used for everything from repairing highways to building schools. Businesses also use the data. For ex

ample, a clothing company might analyze census statistics to decide where to open new stores. 

Census results also determine how many seats each state gets in the U.S. House of Representatives. House seat

s are based on each state’s share of the nation’s population. The total number of House seats is 435 and does n

ot change, so some states may gain or lose seats after each census. That, in turn, affects presidential elections. 

That is because each state is allotted votes in the Electoral College based on the number of seats it has in Congr

ess. 

(The 2020 Census will not affect November’s presidential election, because officials will not begin releasing d

ata until December.) 
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Know the News: Why Everyone’s 
Talking About the Census

1. 	�Which is a central idea of the article?
A	� Officials will begin releasing data from the

2020 Census in December.
	 B	� This year’s census is offered in 13 languages.
	 C	� The U.S. Census Bureau plans to hire about 

500,000 workers this year.
	 D	� Census responses give the government 

important data about the U.S. population.

2. 	�Which statement about the census is true?
A	� The results determine how many seats each

state gets in the U.S. Senate.
	 B	� It does not count U.S. military members 

deployed overseas.
	 C	� It asks respondents questions about their age, 

sex, and race.
	 D	� It can only be completed over the phone.

3. 	�When does the 2020 Census officially begin?
A	 March 23	 C	� November 3
B	 April 1	 D	 December 1

4.	� The ___ requires the federal government to
conduct a census every 10 years.
A	� Constitution
B	 Electoral College
C	� House of Representatives
D	� president

5. 	�Census data helps the government determine
how to distribute about how much in federal
funds a year?
A	� $135 billion	 C	� $435 billion
B	� $350 billion	 D	� $675 billion

6. 	�According to the article, the census aims to
count all of the following people except ___.
A	 people in prison
B	 homeless people
C	 immigrants who live in the U.S.
D	 travelers visiting the U.S. from other countries

7. 	�Which of these statements is an opinion?
A	� The Census Bureau keeps people’s individual

responses private.
	 B	� This year, people can answer census questions 

online for the first time.
	 C	� Helping the government determine how to 

distribute federal funds is the most important 
reason to respond to the census.

	 D	� Each state is allotted Electoral College votes 
based on the number of seats it has in Congress.

8. 	�The photo at the bottom of page 11 best supports
which detail from the article?
A	� “The U.S. Census Bureau uses data collected

from the census for statistical purposes only.”
	 B	� “The Bureau plans to hire about 500,000 

workers to go door-to-door starting next 
month.”

	 C	� “Respondents will not be asked whether they 
are U.S. citizens.”

	 D	� “Businesses also use the data.”

9. 	�According to the article, the Supreme Court ___.
A	� uses census data to determine whether

states gain or lose seats in the House of 
Representatives

	 B	� blocked the Trump administration from adding 
a citizenship question to the census

	 C	� ruled that the census had to count married and 
unmarried couples of the same sex

	 D	� decides where companies should open stores

10. 	�Which detail would be least important to include
in a summary of the article?
A	� The goal of the census is to count every person

living in the United States.
	 B	� The next U.S. presidential election will take 

place in November.
	 C	� People can answer census questions online.
	 D	� The census involves a short questionnaire 

about U.S. residents and their households.

Read the article on pages 10-11, then answer the questions.

Comprehension



SKILL BUILDER Name: Date:

Junior Scholastic®

JUNIOR SCHOLASTIC • MARCH 23, 2020

In “Why Everyone’s Talking About the Census” (pp. 10-11), you learned that the 
federal government conducts a census every 10 years. This graph shows information 
about Americans’ ages since 1960. Study it and answer the questions.

Counting Americans
Graph Reading KEY STANDARD

RI.6-8.7
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Questions
1. 	�In 2010, what percentage of Americans were

under 18?

2. 	�How has the percentage of Americans under 18
changed since 1960?

3. 	�In what year on the graph did the population of
Americans 65 or over reach 10 percent?

4. 	�About how old would someone born in 1960
have been in 2010? In which section of the graph
would that person be represented in 2010?

5. 	�In one or two sentences, summarize what the
graph reveals about the U.S. population.
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Age Distribution in the U.S. Over Time

Percentage of People in Each Age Range

Ye
ar

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau
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Note: Some numbers don’t add up to 100% because of rounding.
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KEY STANDARD

 RI.6-8.1 
Textual Evidence
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Refer to the article on pages 10-11 to respond to the questions below. Include evidence 
from the text that supports your responses.

Close-Reading Questions: 
Why Everyone’s Talking 
About the Census

1. What is the goal of the census?

2. How does the government use census data?

3. 	�How will the census be different this time?



3/29/2020

1

April is National Poetry Month!   Let’s Celebrate! 

This is a printed version of the Level-Up Tutorial from our online textook just like we’ve used in class. 

This is a great introduction of notes and practice to start us on some poetry! 
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Please complete this practice.
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For Tuesday, April  14 

The Poems to read: 



ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS!  PLEASE USE COMPLETE SENTENCES AND USE TEXT 
EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT YOUR ANSWERS. 



For Wednesday, April 15 Poem #1 for this lesson: 



Poem #2 in this lesson: 
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